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Global Timber
Exports

USD 431.3
 Billion

Global Timber
Production

5,405 
 Million m3

World Forestry Area: 4,060 M Hectares
Natural Forest: 3,929 Million Hectares
Forest Plantation: 131 Million Hectares

Europe

20.1%

Million Hectares % of Global

Source: FAO and UNEP. The State of the World’s Forests 2020. Forests, biodiversity and people. 
Rome, 2020  https://doi.org/10.4060/ca8642en
*Includes natural and plantation forests

*Includes natural and plantation forests

Source:  FAO and FAO Global Forest Products Facts and Figures, 2018

 Sources: FSC Facts and Figures, December 2019 and PEFC Annual 
Review, December 2019
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Top Forestry Sustainability 
Standards
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Forest Certi�cation

Sustainable Approach to Forestry 
Management and Chain of Custody

Is a voluntary process whereby an independent 
third party assesses the quality of forest 
management and production against a set of 
predetermined requirements by a public or 
private certification organization. Two types of 
forest certifications are available.

Forest Management:
Assesses whether 
forests are being 
managed according to 
a specified set of 
standards.

Bene�ts of Certi�ed Forests

Improved forest 
management 
practices

Improved 
wildlife habitat

Protection of 
soil and water 
resources

Chain of Custody:
Verifies that certified material is identified or 
kept separate from non-certified or 
non-controlled material through the 
production process - from forest to final 
consumer.

Top 10 Timber Producing Countries

Source: FAO and UNEP. The State of the World’s Forests 2020. Forests, biodiversity and people. 
Rome, 2020

Dem. Rep. Congo

220

134

126

92

72

China

Australia

India

Indonesia

20%

12%

9%

8%

5%

3%

3%

2%

2%

Brazil
497
12%

Million 
Hectares

Global %

Colombia
59
2%

Mexico
66
1%

Bolivia
55
1%

Peru
74
2% China

8,800
Canada

4,566
Germany

2,314
Russia
4,161

US
8,002

72Peru 2%

347

Asia

9.5%

Million m3 % of Global

365

223

162

US

Source: FAO Global Forest Products Facts and Figures, 2018

Germany 

142

81

61

61

61

China

India 

Sweden

18%

11%

9%

8%

7%

4%

3%

3%

3%

61 3%

183

Russia

Indonesia

Brazil

Canada

Finland
Total

Certi�ed:

Top 5 Timber Importing Regions
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Source: FAO Global Forest Products Facts and Figures, 2018

US
7,400

Vietnam
2,590

Sweden
1,850

Germany
2,220

Canada
2,960

Improvements in 
efficiency and greater 
control of production 
processes

Improved access to markets

Improved positioning of products in the 
marketplace and in certain sectors

Confirmation of the 
product fulfilling legal 
requirements

Improvement of the 
working conditions, 
safety and health of 
forest workers

Improved forest 
conservation outcomes

Encouragement of 
sustainable forest use

Improved public image of 
companies – both those 
that pursue certification in 
their own forest 
operations, and those that 
purchase only certified 
products

The W�rld
o�F�res ts



Examples o� F�re�t Conserva�on 
and Mana�ement Ini�a�vesBene�its o� F�res  ts

About us: The eco.business Fund aims to promote business and consumption practices that contribute to biodiversity conservation, to the sustainable use of natural resources, and to mitigate climate change and adapt to its impacts. 
By providing financing for business practices that conserve nature and foster biodiversity, the fund seeks investments with both environmental and financial returns. The fund mainly provides loans to qualified financial institutions that 
on-lend the money to eligible borrowers, which include holders of recognized certifications or those making improvements in line with conservation and biodiversity goals. The fund supports sustainable operations in the sectors of 
agriculture, fishery (including aquaculture), forestry and tourism.
Neither the eco.business Fund Development Facility nor the Fund nor Finance in Motion nor any of its shareholders, directors, officers, employees, service providers, advisors, or agents makes any representation or warranty or gives any 
undertaking of any kind, express or implied, or, to the extent permitted by applicable law, assumes any liability of any kind whatsoever, as to the timeliness, adequacy, correctness, completeness or suitability for any investor of any 
opinions, forecasts, projections, assumptions and any other information contained in, or otherwise in relation to, this document or assumes any undertaking to supplement any such information as further information becomes available 
or in light of changing circumstances. The content of this information is subject to change without prior notice.

© eco.business Fund 2020. All rights reserved

eco.business Fund S.A, SICAV-SIF

31 Z.A. Bourmicht

8070 Bertrange, Luxembourg

Contact us:
www.ecobusiness.fund

info@ecobusiness.fund

Finance in Motion (Fund Advisor)
Carl-von-Noorden-Platz 5

60596 Frankfurt a. M., Germany 
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Emissions Reduction (REDD+)
Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation 
(REDD+) is a mechanism which creates a �nancial value for the 
carbon stored in forests by o�ering incentives for countries to reduce 
emissions from forested lands and invest in low-carbon paths to 
sustainable development.

Ecuador’s REDD+ Action Plan is a good example as it demonstrates 
how Ecuador is reducing emissions by preventing deforestation, and 
is helping the country to gain access to results-based payments. 

For details visit: Ecuador REDD+ Success Story

Green �nancial products and services – Carbon Funds 

Payments for Environmental Services (PES)
PES are incentives o�ered to farmers or landowners in exchange for 
managing their land to provide an ecological service and are 
designed to urge land users to sustainably manage forests rather 
than depleting them. 

A successful PES example can be seen in Guatemala, where several 
NGOs, private sector and agriculture producers partnered together 
to establish the �rst PES project to conserve water and to provide 
technical support to Okra producers in Teculután, western 
Guatemala. 

For details visit: The Motagua-Polochic PES project

Ecosystem Conservation

Mitigate climate change by capturing and storing carbon

Create bu�er against natural disasters

Host about 80% of the world’s land-based animals and plants

Foster ecological processes - pollination, seed dispersal and soil 
fertilization, through biodiversity interaction

Biodiversity in soil helps regulate pest and disease occurrence and 
reduces environmental pollution

Carbon funds, �nancial tools developed by multilateral 
development banks and private �nancial institutions, use money 
from multilateral institutions to enhance reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions by investing in new projects that will generate CO2 
emissions reduction credits or by purchasing these credits from 
existing projects. The Mexican Fidecomisos Instituidos en Relación 
con la Agricultura (FIRA) is an example of success in this sector, as it 
is internationally certi�ed by the Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI) and 
was awarded with the “Green Bonds Award” by the Mexican Green 
Finance Advisory Council and the Mexican Stock Exchange.

Water Conservation 

Regulate water regimes by intercepting rainfall and regulating its 
�ow through the hydrological system

Protect the world's water resources and global water cycle

Economic Bene�ts

Complement income for communities and companies through 
carbon credits

Additional income through the usage of biomass that reduces 
energy consumption and can also be used for carbon o�setting

Contribute to rural development in developed countries

Provide wood�re, food, services and products to people

Social and Labor Management

Contribute to the livelihoods of some 1.6 billion people worldwide, 
including 60 million indigenous people

Forest-based enterprises provide about 13–35% of all rural 
non-farm employment

Improved livelihoods and nutrition through gaming and �shing 
which provide over 20% of household protein requirements in 
developing countries

Non-timber forest products – fruits, vegetables, mushrooms and 
others, contribute to people’s diet in rural areas

https://redd.unfccc.int/uploads/2234_27_ecuador-casos-existosos-en.pdf
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/handle/10919/66925?show=full

