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The eco.business Fund provides dedicated financing for businesses and 
consumption practices that promote biodiversity conservation, support 
sustainable use of natural resources, and mitigate the effects of climate 
change. Learn more about the fund’s most recent impact-creating 
activities carried out during the past few months in Latin America in the 
following pages.

Web-based monitoring system for social and environmental performance 

The eco.business Development Facility is assisting the 
Nicaraguan bank, Banco Lafise in designing and implementing 
a web-based management system that diagnoses and 
monitors the social and environmental performance of its 
clients in the coffee, sugarcane, cacao, rice, cattle, and peanut 
sectors. The data is presented on a dashboard with interactive 
graphs, helping the bank obtain a snapshot of their portfolio 
and of each individual client. This new system now allows the 
bank to deepen its analysis of the social and environmental 
risks in its portfolio, monitor its clients’ progress in sustainable 
performance, obtain data to measure its impact, and design 
new green products that respond to its clients’ specific needs.
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Training sessions on biosafety with Banco Guayaquil

Responding to the effects of the COVID-19 crisis on workplace 
dynamics, the eco.business Development Facility quickly 
identified the need to provide technical assistance that could 
help agricultural producers adapt to new health and safety 
regulations. For this reason, the eco.business Development 
Facility, in partnership with the Ecuadorian Center for Efficient 
Use of Resources and a consultant company specializing in 
agriculture, Negotium, designed training sessions for Banco 
Guayaquil’s agribusiness clients on how to design biosafety 
measures and protocols and implement them into their 
production systems. Now, agribusinesses can comply with 
local legal requirements, allowing them to continue their 
operations safely, and reduce risk of infection.

Launch of the eco.business 
Sustainability Academy

The eco.business Sustainability Academy was successfully 
launched in April 2020 to provide training on sustainable 
practices for partner institutions and end-borrowers.

To date, the Sustainability Academy has already hosted multiple webinars and online training sessions with UNEP FI as well as 
four different partner institutions; namely, Banco Hipotecario, Banco Atlántida, Banco Pichincha, and Banco Guayaquil, on topics 
such as climate change adaptation, new business opportunities in light of the pandemic, the role of women in agribusiness, IFC 
Performance Standards, and biosafety measures in agribusiness. So far, more than 700 individuals have attended these sessions.  

New partnership with UNEP FI 

On June 16, the eco.business Development Facility launched an online course on the “Principles for Responsible Banking,” in 
partnership with UNEP FI, the first webinar in a series of green finance courses to be offered to banks.

The first session was conducted with 83 bank representatives from Ecuador, Colombia, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, and Central 
America. The Development Facility contributed to the content creation of these courses based on its areas of expertise, for 
example, impact assessments, which is a key component of the Principles for Responsible Banking course.

http://www.ceer.ec/
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In April, the eco.business Fund provided Banco Davivienda in Colombia with a loan of USD 12.5 
million and expanded its credit line to Banco Ficohsa in Honduras by an additional USD 10 million. 
In May, the eco.business Fund provided Banco Davivienda in El Salvador with a loan of USD 25 
million. These funds will continue to increase access to financing for businesses committed to 
sustainable practices, and conserving the unique ecological landscapes of the region.

The Fund is registered in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg as an investment company with variable capital subject to the Law of 13 February 2007 and is reserved for institutional, professional or other well-
informed investors as defined by Luxembourg law. The issue document or the assets held in the Fund have, however, not been approved or disapproved by any authority. The information given herein does not 
constitute an offer or solicitation in a jurisdiction where to do so is unlawful or where the person making the offer or solicitation is not qualified to do so or where a person receiving the offer or solicitation may 
not lawfully do so nor does it constitute a commitment of the Fund to offer its shares, notes, and/or other instruments to any investor. No guarantee is given as to the completeness, timeliness, or adequacy of the 
information provided herein. No investment may be made except upon the basis of the current issue document of the Fund. These materials do not constitute an offer to sell or an offer to purchase any securities.  
Any such offer regarding the securities described herein will only be made by means of a confidential private offering memorandum. These materials are not for distribution in the United States or to US Persons, 
except pursuant to available exemptions under the Securities Act of 1933 and the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. If these materials are distributed in the United States or to US Persons by Finance in Motion, 
such distribution will be in compliance with applicable US federal and state securities laws and regulations including without limitation SEC Rule 15a-6.  Offers and sales to US Institutional Investors and US Major 
Institutional Investors, as these terms are defined in the SEC Rule 15a-6 and related interpretive guidance, are chaperoned by Global Alliance Securities, LLC (“GAS”), an SEC-registered broker-dealer and FINRA 
member (web: www.globalalliancesecurities.com) in accordance with the requirements of SEC Rule 15a-6. Not for distribution in or into Canada, Japan or Australia or to any person or in any other jurisdiction in 
which such distribution would be prohibited by applicable law. All forward-looking statements have been compiled on a best efforts basis, taking into account multiple variables which may be subject to change, 
including, without limitation, exchange rates, general developments in banking markets and regulations, interest rate benchmarks, and others. Actual developments could differ from the expectations expressed in 
forward-looking statements. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future results. Prices of shares and the income from them may fall or rise and investors may not get back the amount originally invested. 
The Fund is under no obligation to update or alter any forward-looking statement whether as a result of new information, future events, or otherwise. Please note that the achievement of goals also depends on the 
relevant governance bodies taking decisions supporting the portfolio and on the availability of adequate funding. Neither the eco.business Fund/eco.business Development Facility, nor Finance in Motion nor any 
of its shareholders, directors, officers, employees, service providers, advisors, or agents makes any representation or warranty or gives any undertaking of any kind, express or implied, or, to the extent permitted 
by applicable law, assumes any liability of any kind whatsoever, as to the timeliness, adequacy, correctness, completeness or suitability for any investor of any opinions, forecasts, projections, assumptions and 
any other information contained in, or otherwise in relation to, this document or assumes any undertaking to supplement any such information as further information becomes available or in light of changing 
circumstances. The content of this information is subject to change without prior notice. This document does not necessarily deal with every important topic or cover every aspect of the topics it deals with. The 
information in this document does not constitute investment, legal, tax or any other advice. It has been prepared without regard to the individual financial and other circumstances of persons who receive it. 
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The other green finance courses on offer, include:

• Environmental & Social Risk Analysis (ESRA) Training 
Program

• Corporate Ecoefficiency in Financial Institutions (CEFI)

• Climate Change: Risks and Opportunities for the Finance 
Sector 

The remaining three courses will continue to be taught for 
the remainder of the year, through UNEP FI’s online learning 
platform, allowing access to financial institutions around the 
globe. 

Sponsoring and speaking at the 
ColomBIOdiversidad festival

For the fourth consecutive year, the eco.business 
Development Facility sponsored ColomBIOdiversidad, the 
biggest biodiversity festival in Colombia. The theme of the 
festival this year was marine biodiversity. Antonio Wills, an 
expert consultant at the Development Facility, spoke in the 
session titled “Culinary Encounter: Responsible Fishing and 
Consumption” on sustainable practices and responsible 
consumption in the shrimp production industry, which was 
joined online by more than 600 people.

Online course on IFC Performance 
Standards with Banco Pichincha 

The eco.business Development Facility worked with the 
Center for Efficient Use of Resources to host an online training 
over the course of May with 71 Banco Pichincha officers 
in Ecuador on IFC Performance Standards. By increasing 
awareness among the local financial sector of the importance 
of environmental and social risk management, the fund and 
partner institutions are collaboratively helping generate social 
and environmental benefits on a systemic level. The bank will 
now conduct a pilot project to implement the Performance 
Standards throughout the course of the year. 
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