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Sustainalfe Rice eco,%, Practices and Benefits
Rice is the third largest crop globally (by harvested area). It is the b usl n e SS

main staple food for 3.5 billion people, it uses 40% of world’s Fund Integrated Farm Manage ent

irrigation water and is responsible for 10% of global greenhouse « Use new technologies t ist prod in decision-maki

gas emissions. To provide a safe, healthy, sustainable and quality ;N - gles to assist producers In decision-making
rice to consumers, the following measures should be considered: about farming activities
« Develop a written crop calendar in advance for each cropping

em Conservation season to improve timeliness and reduce costs

Ecosy

« Use pure quality seeds, free of weed seeds, pests, and diseases to

« Prohibit farming in protected areas reduce the seeding rate and increase yields

« Prevent introduction of invasive species « Use organic material (e.g. animal manure, green manure, mulch,

« Enhance applicable site-specific biodiversity measures rice straw) as fertilizer to reduce greenhouse gas emissions

Water Conservation

« Improve water efficiency and greenhouse gases reduction
through precision levelling, alternate wetting and drying (AWD)
and water management

« Implement preventative pest control methods and Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) to reduce losses

« Implement crop rotation to break pest cycles
« Harvest at the appropriate time to optimize grain quality

« Use sustainable groundwater sources to avoid depletion of water

« Reduce discharge of wastewater and nutrients into natural water
bodies

Waste Management

« Use surface drainage to avoid contamination of potential chemical
use

Water Quality
« Implement water management system that applies to most of the
land under cultivation to optimise its use

* Obtain incoming water from clean sources, free of biological, saline,
and heavy metal contamination

« Reduce waste through efficient site-specific nutrient management

Social and Labor Management

« Prohibit hiring children under 15, older (if hired), must not be
engaged in hazardous labour*

« Improve water quality through smart-rice cultivars

Soil Conservation

Ensure the value chain develops innovative ways to do
commercially-viable business with all rice producers, benefiting
low-income communities

« Use physical and cultural soil conservation practices to have a
uniform, healthy crop that can compete with weeds, use less water,
and give higher yields at a lower cost

Generate decent incomes and jobs for all actors along the value
chain, especially for smallholder farmers

» Analyse and monitor the risk of soil salinity

! ¢ Level the land and identify the best system to attain optimal yields

* Prohibit forced, compulsory, or slave labour E « Improve soil quality through efficient fertilizer with grid-based

* Prohibit discrimination or disrespectful treatment of workers, sampling and no-till practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
including working household members and improve soil health

*Standard for Sustainable Rice Cultivation. Additional Guidance. Sustainable Rice Platform.
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